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AT AVING lately met 
ITS LWwich a very licentious 
Letter publiſh'd by Eu- 
ace Budgell, Eſq; and 
finding that his Rela- 
tion to a very Pminent 
Writer did at firſt en- 
gage the Curioſity of 
the Town to look into it, tho' they have 
- 8-4 ; ſince 


ſince treated it with Indignation and Con- 
tempt, I think it proper to take ſome pub- 
lick Notice of it, that thoſe who have 
not been acquaitited with the private Cha-/ 
racter of Mr. Webſter, may not receive a- 
ny ill Impreſſion from this ſcandalous At- 
tempt to defame it. 


The Anger of the Government 41 
already fall'n upon its Author, and 
Men of Honour having unanimouſly ex- 
preſs d their Abhorrence of him, it ſeem- 
ed to me ſufficient that One who has had 
the Honour of a particular Acquaintance 
with Mr. Webſter, ſhould give a ſhort 
State of thoſe Facts which are ſo grosſly 
miſrepreſented. I have therefore prevail- 
. ed with him to furniſh me with Informa- 
| tion as to thoſe Particulars. | 


| It may be thought perhaps too great 
Oflficiouſneſs in me to attend to this De- 
famer in thoſe Inſtances, wherein no Man 
of Senſe could with Decency appear in 
his own Vindication. Such Reflections 
are ſhocking at firſt Sight, and Men of 
Honour, when they read them, ſeldom 
expect to hear of any printed Anſwer ; 
T can only therefore hope it will be ex- 
cuſed thar my Regard to the Whole of 


Mr. Webſter's Character has led me to 
| men- 
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mention the Part he has formerly acted 
in the World, and that he is not only by. 
his Behaviour, but by his Birth a Gentle- 
man; his Father having had the Degree 
of Doctor in Divinity, and his Mother 
being the Daughter of Dr. Fleetwood, 
Biſhop of Worceſter, in the Reign of King 
Charles the It. 01.3% 


He was for many Years employ d in 


che Treaſury, in one of thoſe Poſts hich 


have been eſteem'd ſuitable Preferments 
for Perſons of the moſt reputable Fami- 
lies, -and an e Support for them. 
In this Station he had! Opportunities of 
ſhewing ſuch Abilities and Integrity, a8 
were thought very juſt Necommendations 
of him to a higher; and his habirual Be- 
nevolence towards: all, together with the 
many Obligations he had laid upon par- 
ticular Perſons, made the News of lis 
Advancement to be'receiy'd with a very 

general Satisfaction. 5/2 


His Conduct fince his Appointment to 
be Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieute. 
nant of 7reland, is now in publick View, 
and I ſhall only ſay of it in general, that 
It it is ſuch as his Majeſty has thought fit 
to reward with the Grant of a Reverſion 
in that Kingdom, it being ſuch 'a Mark 

A 


| received. 
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of Royal Favour, as his Predeeeſſors have 


This Gentleman is now ſcandalouſly 
reproachd. by Mr. Budgell; concerning 


whoſe Family I have only thus much to 
obſerve, that his Grandfather and Uncle 
were formerly Stewards to the late Duke 
of Bolton, from whom his Father had like- 
wiſe ſuch Preferment in the Church, as 
was the Support of the Family. - 


Before I proceed to the clearing up 


thoſe Facts which he has diſtinctly charg- 


ed upon Mr. Welſter in the Execution of 
his Office, I think it proper to take No- 
tice, by Way of Anſwer to a confuſed 


Heap of undigeſted Scandal, that the ut-. l 


moſt Efforts of his Malice were not at all 
formidable with regard to the Reputati- 
ons he has attack d, being very well aſ- 
ſured that he had prepared this Slander, 


and given out as he thought proper 
Threatnings of it ſome Months before he 


ſent it into the World, in Hopes that En- 
deavours wou d have been uſed at any 


Rate to hinder the Publication of it. 


The two Facts diſtinctly charged upon 


Mr. Webſter are, Firſt, That he has intra- 


duced 


E. 


(7) 
duced a new Practice of delivering out in 
England Commiſſions for the Army in 
Treland, and taking the Fees on this Side: 
Secondly; That he has taken larger Fees 
for them than were warrantable. 


As to the firſt, it would be ſufficient 
only ro anſwer, That it is no new Pra- 
ctice, it having been always follow d un- 
der other Lords Lieutenants; however it 
may be proper enough to go a Step far- 
ther, and ſhew that it is a very reaſona- 
ble one. | Cathy 


The old Table of Fees, taken in the 
Chief Secretary's Office in Ireland, (which 
was upon a particular Occaſion examin d 


Houſe of Commons there in the Yea 


1715, allows the Charge of remitting 
the Fees for all Commiſſions, if they be 
ſign d on this Side; but Mr. Secretary 
Webſter choſe (as far as this Article would 
reach) to eaſe himſelf of the Trouble of 
the Remittance by taking thoſe Fees here, 
ſince this Practice could in no Inſtance 
bring any additional Charge, but in ma- 


Iny Caſes would even eaſe the Parties w ho 


Esgland, from what the ſame 8 


paid them of ſo much of the Expence as 
he Difference of the Value of Money in 


- 


bears 


of 


bears in Treland, is leſs than the Charge 
of Remittance ; for that Proportion was 
a ſaving to every Officer who was here 
in England, and could take out his Com- 
miſſion himſelf, or had any Friends here 
proper to employ, on that Occaſion, with- 
out being oblig'd to return his Money to 
them by a Banker; but whenever any 
Gentlemen deſired rather to take out their 
Commiſſions in 7reland, as more conve- 
nient for them, they were conſtantly ſent | 
over to the Office there upon the leaſt } 
Application. | = 


Mr. Budgell is very deſirous of repre- | 
ſenting this Practice as a Means of crea- 
ting Confuſion in the Army, by hinder- 
ing the Dates of Commiſſions from being 
regiſtred in the Office? as has been re- 
quired by his Majeſty's late Regulations; 
whereas it is notorious that it is the par- 
ticular Concern of every Officer to tranſ- 
mit his Commiſſion over, and get it en- 
tered in the proper Offices, before he can 
be entitled to any Pay: And this Regi- 
ſter has been ſince his Time kept very 
punctually, however it was neglected by 


The other Fact, which he has "HR, 5 
ingly perverted into Scandal, is that Mr. 
Secretary 


2 


Ll 
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Secretary, 1 Webber, dee this new 
practice of delivering out Commillions' 
in  Zug/and, that he'rmight, the better be- 
conceald in raking 'h g Fees for them 
than he could v dar. 1 is Intention was: 
ſo. clear of this Charge, that 'he 15 nor A 
fraid to acktiowledpe” that in a few. II 
ſtances, upon his | coming over; His 


nt to tlie Amount” of . bue e the Oer 
5 ny 149 
aſt - 5 o it In nut be Ae 129 fr 1d.) 5 
| | During che Government of Lords Juſti- 
re- ces, not inveſted with" the Power f a 
ea - Lord Lieutenant, all Commiſſions for the 
er- Army in Ireland being fig fig nd by: his Ma“ 
ing jeſty, and counterſign'd by the Seeretary 
re- of State in England,” the Commilſion:Fee 
us; is paid at the Secretary's Office here; 
but becauſe of the Neceſſity of Entring 
nf. them i in the Secretary s Office in Ireland, 
en- there is likewiſe an eſtabliſh'd Fee for-thar 
can Entry, which is not due if the firſt Fed 
were taken there; that is, if the Com- 
ery miſſion were ſign'd by a Lord Lieutenant, 
and to be iſſued out of the Secretary's 


b 
| 1 Office in Ireland. This Entring Fee appear- 
ing in the Table, which does not explain 
w- her it is due, led Mr. Mebſters Clerks in- 


Mr. to the Miſtake; . ir had: not however Hane 
| = Har, 


Clerks dic receive möre chan was due, 


— * 
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vos ine, . BS 
far, for upon his Clerks attending him 
with the firſt Account of Fees, he him- 
| ſelf began to doubt of it; ;and' thereupon 
forbidding that any other Commiſſions 
ſhould be deliyer d in the mean time, he 
immediately ſent. over to Mr. Budgel to 
inform him; who having repreſented the 
Matter to him as before ſtated, ., he gaye 
ſtrict Orders that hat Fee ſhould not be 
taken any more, and inclos d to Mr. Bud- 

ell by the next Poſt a Liſt of thoſe who 
bad already paid it, deſiring that it ſhould 
be return d by. him to the Parties or their 
Agents by the firſt Opportunities; which 
Mr. Budgel need not have waited long 
for, (the Agents of the Army having ve- 


ry frequent Occaſions of applying to the 


Office ;)- but he was much more inclin'd 
to encourage it into a Clamour againſt 
his Maſter, than to rectify, a Miſtake ſo 
innocently incurr'd, and ſo ſpeedily ac- 
knowledged. For it appears, by his own 
Account, that he has only return'd it 
to one Gentleman, whoſe Good Senſe 
j een „ becauſe of his 7alking 
{ox EST + 222-4474 bf EY % 8 = Fo; 1 2 6 5 


- |Having thus clear d Mr. Webſter's Re- 
putation from theſe two Aſperſions 
1 thrown 


OF 
wa 
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thrown on It 1 a Perſon who kyew them 
to be falſe,  T ſhall now proceed to give 
an Account of Mr. BudgelPs Removal 
from his Poſt ; tho' the Matter being 
3 entirely within the Sceretary's Power, 
it does not demand a A Vindi- 
cation. „ 

& 4s he had the Care of * the N 
\« Office, and acted under Mr. Webſter as 
4: his Chief Clerk, common Decency re- 
& | quired that he ſhould have ask'd his Leave 
14 co be abſent from his Charge. But having 
ir form d a Project to be executed in Eng- 
h and, (which 1 believe has been ſince fru- 
8 ſtratec ) and having obtain da Licence from 
e- the Lords Juſtices, (without which no Of 
e | ficer Civil or Military can depart the 
d Kingdon,) he was fo far from applying 
ſt to Mr. fer for Leave, or for his 

6 probation of a Deputy, that he left t 

J Kingdom without fg nuch Joni 
bim any Information f his Deſign, till 


ic IF che Night before he was to embark; by 
2 that Means induſtriguſly putting it Gut 
„ Jof his Power to give Leave, for he had 


no Reaſon to think that he would have 
refuſed it. Mr. Wehſter did expect how- 
ever that he would have left Mr. Mad. 
aeckes his Deputy in the — Ot⸗ 

1 ce 


ms MN. 
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fice till his Return, whom he knew to 

be his particular Friend, and very well 

acquainted - with Buſineſs; that Gentle. 

4 man being onc of my Lord-Lieutenant's 
"oh Attendants in his Court, had been. re- 
| commended from the Lords of the Trea- 
ſury to the Commiſſioners of the Reve- 
nue in Ireland not long before my Lord- 
Lieutenant's Departure from that Kingdom, 
and Mr. Webſter being deſirous that: it might | 
be made worth his. while to wait there for 
p | the Benefit of that Recommendation, con- 4 
| ſulted Mr. Budgell u 05 that Subject, who 
propoſed this 3 at, That Mr. Webſter | 
ſhould write, Letters to the Lords Juſti- 
ces, (it being juſt upon his Departure) 4 
recommending. Mr. Madgockes to be em- 
ploy d in a particufar Franck, of Buſineſs 'Y 
relating to the Secretary's Office with a 
-Salary of Eighty Pounds a Year from the 
Government, as, We Mr. Badenhope had 
been under the Dy e of Grafton and Lord 
Galway. Theſe Tn were, left to Mr. 
R - Budgel! s Care to be deliver'd to the Lords 
bY f - | Juſtices and ſeconded. with his good Off. 
| „ces. Some. time; after. Mr. Webſter un 
derſtanding that one of the Lords JuſtiM 
ces (whom he knew Mr. Budze// had the 

- greateſt Intereſt in) made Tuns Difficulty 
in complying with this Propoſal, he writ 
over 
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| ſelf was but Deputy to his: Brother. 


CJ 


over to Mr. Budgell to quicken his Endea- 


vours, whom he ſuſpected to be backward, 


if not ſecretly to have oppoſed it; telling 
him that if he fail d in his own Expedi- 
ent, he ſhould think fit to anſwer the 
Expectations he had given Mr. Maddockes 
out of his Income in the Office, which it 
can't be doubted but that he had a Right 
of doing. In theſe Circumſtances one 
could hardly imagine that he ſnhould have 
overlook'd Mr. Maddockes ; however at 


his coming away he appointed his Bro- 


ther his Deputy in the Secretary's Office, 
whoſe Hands were then full by: acting for 
him in the Accomptant- Generals. 


I he Poſt of Chief Clerk in the firſt 
Seeretary's Office in Treland, very natu- 
rally recommends a Man to the Lords 
Jjuſtices for their Secretary; moſt of the 
Buſineſs of the Kingdom both Civil and 
Military paſſing thro that Office. Their 
Excellencies therefore, upon Mr. Budgets 
Departure, did not at firſt refuſe to ac- 
cept his Brother for their Secrotary; but 
' would not afterwards enable him to con- 
tinue ſo by ſigning a Deputation for an- 


other Perſon to act for him in the Ac- 
comptant- Generals Office, ſince he him- 


Mr. 


( 14) 


Mr. Secretary Webſter. perceiving that, 
Things were left in this Diſtraction and 
Uncertainty, and that the Lords Juſtices 
would not any longer continue Mr. Bud. 
gels Brother as their Secretary, writ over 
to Mr. Madockes to undertake the Care 
of his Office during Mr. Budgells Ab- 
| ſence, and recommended him to their | 
1 Excellencies, who were likewiſe  pleafed. } 
FM to make Choice of him for their Se; 

1 on eee ne ora 


1 Beoeſides theſe and many other Inſtances 
of Contempt, which would probably have 
been paſs'd:ovet; had they ever been in 
the leaſt Degree acknowledged, he pe- 
remptorily refuſed" to comply with a Re- 
gulation which Mr. Secretary Webſter 3 
thought abſolutely neceſſary to make in 
the Office; for having found that the 
Under-Clerks there, had hitherto lived 1 

only upon aceidental Gratuities, which 
might lay them under the Neceſſity of 

indecent Importunities, or of betraying . 
ſome of the Secrets of the Office, by de- h 
livering out Copies of Papers not proper to WV 

be made publick, determin d in himſelf to 

# ſettle ſome certain Proportion on them out 
| of theChiefClerk'sFees;as is the Practice of In 

5 bptherOffices, which together with ſuch Per- 

: quiſites | 


(. 15 ) 


quiſites as were fairly preſidented, might 


Reſolution he communicated to Mr. Pad. 
gell, who declared that he would — 


83% Ter 8 18 113 
cir Theſe Randes v tog nder wade d conrix 
ed. | tied Series of Jl fuffedent ound una! 
counrable Behaviour, obliged: Mr. Mb. 
er to remove him wholly from his Office; 
and to continue Mr. Madaockes in itz 
hom the Lords Juſtices have likewiſe 
een pleaſed ro continue their Secretaryi 
J This Gentleman having hitherto been {© 
be- M happy as to give general Satisfaction both 
c- to the Lords Juftices and the Gentlemen 


ter of Ireland, and being ſo well known in 


in England, che Baſeneſs of Mr. Budgzil's Re 
he flection will have no al FN 1 
ad | Ln ng 1 | 1101 
ch YATES Cre) p 
of | He ſeemd for ne Time! to "dis to 
ng his Removal with great Tranquility of 
le- Mind; faid it ee be more for his Ad: 
40 | vantage to leave publick Cares for a 
to Mvhile, that he might attend the Con: 
ue rerus of his own Eſtate, but that he did 
of not much doubt that in a ſhort Time it 
or- might be his own Turn to be Chief Se- 
res | —— ; and tho he was removed; he 
1 | | ſeorned 


be a handſome — to them. This 


3 relinquiſh his Ton chan ſubmit rorit. 


_ 
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ſcorn d to do any thing that was ill-na- 


tured. .- 


Before I conclude this Head, it may 
not be improper to obſerve TWO of Mr., 
Budgell's Aſſertions, viz. that he bas been | 
remov d from a Poſt in which it has not 
been uſual to change the Officer, and that he. | 
was appointed to it upon the Removal of Mr. 
Dawion, a moſt diligent Officer. and perfect 
Maſter of the Buſineſs ; Mr. Dawſon had con- 


tinu d in that Employment for a conſide- 


rable Number of Years, under Govern-; 
ments of different Complexions, and: e- 
ven under Mr. Addiſon When Secretary 
to the Lord Wharton, it being then thought, 
that the Publick Buſineſs would ſuffer ' by his, 
Removal. Whether it did fo or not, I ſhall i 
not take the Trouble to examine; bur. 
cannot help obſerving that Mr. Budgeli s 
Services ſeem to have been very amply 
rewarded, notwithſtanding his Endea- | 
vours to advance an Opinion of his Pub- 
lick Spirit, in declining the Fees for Mili- 
tia Commiſſions; upon which Occaſion 
he thus expreſſes himſelf, (p. 9.) 7 can 
demonſtrate to your Lordſhip. or any Body 
elſe, that had I taken theſe Fees at that | 
| Time, my Share of them would have amount 
ed to a larger Sum than I ſhall mention. 

„ Which 


(17) 


Whichis as much as to ſay, I know. what. 


This indeed is putting the Matter out of 
Controverſy, ſince he keeps not only his 
Demonſtration but even his Propoſition to 
himſelf; for ſince he will not mention 
what it is he has to demonſtrate, tis im- 
poſſible to gueſs whether he can demon- 
ſtrate it or not. But, whatever be the 
Meaning of theſe Lines, it is very certain 
that he had ſoon learn d the Art of ma- 
King up an Account of Extraordinary Ser- 
vices, ſince it appears by good Evidence 
that he had 3004. iſſued to him from rhe 
Government at one Payment, ſoon after 
the delivering out of the Militia Com- 
miſſions, tho he has taken Care that the 
Services for which it was iſſued ſhould 


not be ſpecifyed in the Warrant, beſides 
> FF 158/. 145. 64. at three Payments, for 


extraordinary Pains and Labour between 
the 26th of February 1714-5 and the 12th 


of October following. As for his great Di- 


ligence and Dexterity at the time of the 


Rebellion, in finding out proper Owners 
of EN and Contracting with them for 


the Tranſportation of Forces to North 
Britain, upon which he aſſumes ſo much 
Merit to himſelf, tis certain that the on- 
iy Part he adted in this Scene, was to 
deliver the Lords _ Directions = 

- e 


(ts, 


o 


the Commiſſioners of the Revenue, who 
underrook that Service. He: had ſome- 


Reaſon rherefore, I confeſs, for. adjuſting, 
_ the:-Chronology of his own Arrival in 
Ireland, and: the Pretender's. landing in 
J. onomb m3 2 {ag ot 33 apts 
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After having diſpatch'd the, greateſt part 
of his Scandal in the former Pages, he 


proceeds to aſſure his Lordſhip, of a Mat- 
ter of weighty Conſequence, viz. That 
his Loyalty remains entire, and that he 
has a good Opinion of the King; which 
he endeavours to ſhew by giving the Gen- 
tlemen of Ireland a Character of his Ma- 


ö 


jeſty; as if, like ſome of the barbarous 


Iſlanders beyond the Bounds of his Domi- 


nion, they had never ſeen his Perſon, or 


hardly ever heard of the Glories of his 
Reign. But the Gentlemen of Ireland are 


not to be inform d by Mr. Budgell that 


they are happy, and that che Bleſſings of 


the Government they live under are ine- 


3 


ſtimable. Tis indeed a mönſtrous Aggra- 
vation of his Offence, that at the end of 
ſo ſcurrilous Reflections upon a Gentle- 
man who has the Honour to be employ'd 
in the preſent Adminiſtration, he ſhould 
dare to annex a nauſeous Panegyrick 2 

1e 
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1 


the King; his little Politicks, I ſuppoſa, 
ſuggeſted to him that this would be his 
Shelter. 8 ** | 


But here T muſt forbear — His Ma- 
jeſty's Name is too ſolemn and important 
to be mention'd with one of the moſt in- 
ſignificant of his Subjects. Due Reve- 
rence for the Dignity of Government re- 
ſtrains me from examining the many 
aukward Expreſſions of this Writer's Loy- 
alty, not preſuming to ſtrike him within 
the Verge of the Court, I muſt not there- 
fore purſue his Imper tinte thro thoſe 
Pages wherein he gives a Specimen of his 
Hiſtorical Talent, and then promiſes the 
World a Hiſtory; but however, conſider d 
as an Author, he may have had greater 
Aſſiſtauces than any other Perſon whatever, 1 
think he has determin'd wiſely not to pub- 
lifh it in his Lifetime, but to leave his Ma- 
nuſcript behind him to his Executors. Tis 
to be hoped his own Eſtate will enable 
him to leave them ſomerhing elſe to en- 
| courage them to Adminiſter. — In the 
mean time it may ſuffice him to have gi- 
ven the World ſome ſecret Memoirs of his 
JF own Merit, which no one is ſo well ac- 

quainted with as himſelf. 


The END. 
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